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PATHFINDERS IN CIVVIE STREET (archive article, published 15/02/2020) 

 

One of the most interesting IWM photographic collections which relates to the 
Pathfinders concerns Pathfinder aircrew and ground crew, and the provisions which 
were made for them once the war in Europe had been won and the RAF was beginning 
the process of equipping its surplus personnel for civilian life. 

 

 
 

The Downham Market Station Commander Group Captain R W Cox, DSO DFC AFC, discusses gardening with Aircraftwoman  
Edith Lee [A/C/H-GD] of 36 Leicester Street, Norwich. IWM CH 16031, see also CH 16030. 

https://raf-pathfinders.com/
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With its usual genius for publicity, the Air Ministry provided the Press with a series of 
photographs of this process in the Pathfinders, at least some of which appear to have 
been taken at Downham Market where 635 Squadron (Lancasters) and 608 Squadron 
(Mosquitoes) were based.  

 

 

 

The photographs have a long accompanying blurb which reads: 
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Within No.8 Group of R.A.F. Bomber Command – the Group which 

embraced the famous Pathfinder Force Squadrons – a different form of 

“pathfinding” is now being undertaken. No longer are the Pathfinders flying 

over enemy territory, pinpointing objectives with target indicators and 

markers; their targets are at home, on their own airfields, and with as much 

thoroughness as they carried out their wartime jobs the men and women 

who created and maintained Pathfinder Force are pinpointing targets 

indicated by the initial letters “E.V.T.”  

These three initials are already firmly established in the R.A.F’s own peculiar 

vocabulary, are an abbreviation of Educational and Vocational Training – a 

somewhat ponderous designation for a highly practical scheme, which, in 

Service language, would be well described as the “Civvy Street Course”.  

That is, in fact, what E.V.T. is – a course designed to equip every R.A.F. and 

W.A.A.F. man and woman as adequately as possible for return to civilian 

life. These particular photographs, which give an indication of the scope 

and variety of E.V.T. activities, were taken, appropriately enough, at 

Pathfinder stations, but E.V.T. is active throughout every branch of the R.A.F. 

There are mobile classrooms for small units where permanent E.V.T. centres 

are impracticable. Subjects taught cover an extraordinary range – from 

landscape gardening to cookery; from carpentry to music. 

 
The full range of 30 photographs in the IWM collection can be found at:  
 
https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/search?query=%20CH.16004&style=image 
 

 
With many thanks to IWM volunteer Richard Maddox. 
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